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injunction sent by Christ's Hospital to its tenants, 'take with
you workmen*. Some lacked the money, others had it but
could not find the men. Labour supplies were not unlimited.
Many were drawn off to clear wharves and City buildings.
The Press-gangs were out, and the Plague had taken its
heaviest toll of those from whom casual labour might normally
be most easily drawn. The clerk for St. Bride's and St. Martin
Ludgate ruled his book1 and set out spaces for the occupier of
each house in his area. There were approximately 1100 names,
and those against which he was able to enter 'claim received*
number less than 100.
Charles met the obvious failure of this method by the
appointment of the three commissioners to whom reference
has already been made, giving them the duty, in collaboration
with the City, of arranging for the survey to be carried out by
contractors. The City concurred and the joint commission
met. After long discussion, it was decided that, despite its
many difficulties, the survey was possible. To ensure just
measurement and to protect the interests of each inhabitant
the City ordered the Deputies and Common Councilmen to
attend during the surveyors' progress through their Wards,
and the Commissioners began negotiations with possible con-
tractors.
There was no enthusiasm to undertake the task. After
starting with an offer of one shilling per house, the founda-
tions to be laid bare by the occupier, the terms had first to be
increased by one half and finally by one and a half. At two
shillings and sixpence per house the contractors rather
grudgingly consented to act. The City had already begun its
side with the issue on October joth of an almost tearful pro-
clamation describing the survey and once more commanding3
1 This book is preserved among the records at St. Bride's Church, Fleet Street,
and some of the claims submitted are also to be found there. Other books and claims
may survive, but I have not so far been able to trace them.
a The first traceable general order for the clearing of rubbish had been issued on
September loth: (Jor*, 46, f. rso). This ordered the citizens to clear the streets in
front of their sites before they started work on the ruins, It had not been observed,